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neighbour cannot think it hard, if I prefer myself, who am
the original, before him, who is only the copy. Thus, if
any matter equally concern the life, the reputation, the
profit of my neighbour, and my own; the law of nature,
which is the law of God, obligeth me to take care of myself
first, and afterwards of him. And this I need not be at
much pains in persuading you to ; for the want of self-love,
with regard to things of this world, is not among the faults
of mankind. But then, on the other side, if, by a small
hurt and loss to myself, I can procure a great good to my
neighbour, in that case his interest is to be preferred. For
example, if I can be- sure of saving his life, without great
danger to my own; if I can preserve him from being un-
done, without ruining myself, or recover his reputation
without blasting mine; all this I am obliged to do : and, if
I sincerely perform it, I do then obey the command of God,
in loving my neighbour as myself.

But, beside this love we owe to every man in his par-
ticular capacity under the title of our neighbour, there is yet
a duty of a more large extensive nature incumbent on us;
which is, our love to our neighbour in his public capacity,
as he is a member of that great body the commonwealth,
under the same government with ourselves; and this is
usually called love of the public, and is a duty to which we
are more strictly obliged than even that of loving ourselves;
because therein ourselves are also contained, as well as all
our neighbours, in one great body. This love of the public,
or of the commonwealth, or love of our country, was in
ancient times properly known by the name of virtue, because
it was the greatest of all virtues, and was supposed to con-
tain all virtues in it: And many great examples of this
virtue are left us on record, scarcely to be believed, or even
conceived, in such a base, corrupted, wicked age as this we
live in. In those times it was common for men to sacrifice
their lives for the good of their country, although they had
neither hope or belief of future rewards; whereas, in our
days, very few make the least scruple of sacrificing a whole
nation, as well as their own souls, for a little present gain ;
which often hath been known to end in their own ruin in
this world, as it certainly must in that to come.

Have we not seen men, for the sake of some petty em-